SELECTIONS FROM THE LETTERS

TO     THOMAS     BUTTS

Felpham,

August 16, 1803.
DEAR SIR,

I send 7 Drawings, which I hope will please you; this,
I believe, about balances our account. Our return to
London draws on apace; our Expectation of meeting
again with you is one of our greatest pleasures. Pray teU
me how your Eyes do. I never sit down to work but I
think of you, & feel anxious for the sight of that friend
whose Eyes have done me so much good. I omitted
(very unaccountably) to copy out in my last Letter that
passage in my rough sketch which related to your kind-
ness in offering to Exhibit my 2 last Pictures in the
Gallery in Berners Street; it was in these Words: "I
sincerely thank you for your kind offer of Exhibiting
my 2 Pictures; the trouble you take on my account, I
trust, will be recompensed to you by him who seeth in
secret; if you should find it convenient to do so, it
will be gratefully remember'd by me among the other
numerous kindnesses I have received from you/*

I go on with the remaining Subjects which you gave
me commission to Execute fQr you, but shall not be able
to send any more before my return, tho* perhaps I may
bring some with me finished. I am at Present in a Bustle
to defend myself against a very unwarrantable war-
rant from a Justice of Peace in Chichester, which was
taken out against me by a Private in Captn. Leathes's
troop of 1st or Royal Dragoons, for an assault & sedi-
tious words.'The wretched Man has terribly Perjur'd
himself, as has his Comrade; for, as to Sedition, not one
Word relating to the King or Government was spoken